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lvi MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 

the behavior of the personages. The solutions of it cannot easily be classi- 
fied, and the study of the problem in the particular novels considered 
cannot be reduced to the scope of an abstract. Not one of them entirely 
escapes improbability. 

This paper was discussed by Dr. P. S. Allen, Professors 
J. S. Nollen, W. H. Carruth, Mr. E. P. Morton, Mrs. 
Franklin, and Dr. H. C. Peterson. 

2. " The stem-changing verbs in Spanish." By Professor 
A. H. Edgren, of the University of Nebraska. 

The object of this study is not to trace the history and nature of the 
thematic vowel-changes in Spanish verbs, but to find how far the method 
of distinguishing the stem-changing verbs from others with a like thematic 
vowel may be simplified. 

Very little aid is to be had by historical considerations. Though it be 
true, with certain well-known modifications, that the changeable e and o- 
vowels came from Latin i and 6, yet this principle, even if of any practical 
use to the ordinary Spanish student, could not serve as a criterion of dis- 
tinction for the reason that the unmodified e and o, as shown by appended 
lists, is at least as often derived from Latin i, 8 as the modifiable e, o. 
Besides dialectical borrowing or influence, and analogical formations, a 
multitude of words have come into the language after the law of vowel- 
gradation had ceased to be operative in Spanish. Diez, who first formulated 
the now somewhat modified theory of the derivation of the variable vowels, 
added that they are usually followed by I, m, n, v, or s -J- another consonant. 
If this qualification, made use of in some grammars, were accordant with 
actual facts it would furnish a most welcome aid in recognizing the stem- 
changing verbs. But it is absolutely valueless. Not much above one-half 
of the stem-changing verbs show the form described by Diez ; and, what 
is more fatal, the unmodifiable e and o are also, as shown by appended 
statistics, with only sporadic exceptions followed by the same consonants 
or consonant-groups as the modifiable, and by few others. Nor does it 
appear that there is any other difference of form or phonetic surroundings 
that might serve as a basis for a broad, practical distinction. 

The important and, apparently, hitherto unobserved fact that in a vast 
majority of stem-changing verbs it is the radical and not, as so often in the 
unmodifiable verbs, the terminational tonic vowel that suffers gradation ; 
and further that the modifiable vowel is never in hiatus or followed by any 
other surd mute than sporadically c, t, and that when it is e it is never 
preceded by c, j or U, will help in a negative way to eliminate a great 
number of unchangeable stems from consideration. 

Remarks on this paper were offered by Professor Raymond 
Weeks. 



